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SUMMARY. 1975 MAY DAY CELEBRATION IN DACCA WAS A SHOW- 
CASE FOR SHEIKH MAZUR , HUQ MONI, CURRENTLY THE COMMANDING 
FIGURE IN BANGLADESH LABOR BY THE GRACE AND FAVOR OF HIS 
UNCLE, PRESIDENT MUJIBUR RAHMAN. MONI USED THE DAY CON- 
TENTIOUSLY, RESURRECTING HIS ATTACKS ON THE BUREAUCRACY 
AND ON INDUSTRIAL MANAGEMENT FOR THE ECONOMIC HARDSHIPS 
OF LABORERS. AND CONDEMNNG THE UNITED STATES FOR ITS 
"IMPERIALIST CONSPIRACY" WITH PAKISTAN AGAINST (A) 
BANGLADESH'S INDEPENDENCE, (B) THE "SECOND REVOLUTION", 

AND (C) THE UNITY OF THE WORKERS. END SUMMARY. 

1. A WEEK-LONG SERIES OF LOCAL LABOR MEETINGS LED UP 
TO MAY DAY RALLIES IN DACCA AND OTHER CITIES OF DACCA. 

AT THE DACCA MEETING, HELD IN FRONT OF THE BAITUL 
MUKKARAM IN DACCA, SHEIKH FAZT.1II. HUQ MONI PRESIDED AND 
WAS THE PRINCIPAL SPEAKER. ALLUDING TO THE 
CREATION OF A SINGLE LABOR FRONT FOR BAKSAL, SHEIKH MONI 
STRESSED THE NEED FOR UNITY AMONG WORKERS AND INCREASED 
PRODUCTION AS A GOAL OF SHEIKH MUJIB'S "SECOND REVOLUTION ". 

HE CALLED FOR WORKER PARTICIPATION IN MANAGEMENT. SAYING 
THAT MANAGEMENT COULD NOT BE TRUSTED TO BRING ABOUT SOCIAL- 
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AND MANAGEMENT OF NATIONALIZED INDUSTRIES IN PARTICULAR, 

MONI DEMANDED THE REINSTATEMENT OF THOUSANDS OF WORKERS 
RETRENCHED AS SURPLUS TO THE NEEDS OF THE INDUSTRIES. 

MONI EXPRESSED NOT ONLY DOUBT THAT THERE WERE ANY EXCESS 
WORKERS BUT ALSO BLAMED THE INEFFICIENCY AND NEGLIGENCE 
OF MANAGEMENT FOR THE LAYOFFS IN SOME 31 JUTE MILLS. HE 
DEMANDED A NEW LABOR LAW TO REPLACE THE "PAKISTANI" ONE 
WHICH HE TERMED TOTALLY INADEQUATE TO PROTECT THE WORKERS' 
RIGHTS. HE ALSO CALLED FOR THE INTRODUCTION OF A RATION- 
ING SYSTEM FOR ALL MILL AND FACTORY AREAS. 

2. MONI BLAMED THE ILLS OF THE NATION AND LABOR SPECI- 
FICALLY ON THE AGENTS OF THE "IMPERIALIST CONSPIRACY." 

ACCORDING TO HIS OWN NEWSPAPER BANGLAR BANI, MONI CALLED 
UPON THE WORKING CLASS TO ERADICATE COMPLETELY FROM THE 
SOIL OF BANGLADESH THE ENEMIES OF THE "SECOND REVOLUTION" 

AND THE "AGENTS OF THE PAKISTAN-AMERICAN IMPERIALISTS" 

WHO WERE TRYING TO DESTROY UNITY AMONG THE WORKERS. AL- 
THOUGH THE "IMPERIALISTS" HAD BEEN EFFACED FROM VIETNAM 
AND CAMBODIA, MONI REPORTEDLY SAID, THEY ARE STILL ACTIVE 
IN BANGLADESH. 

3. ALTHOUGH OFFICIALLY CHIEF GUEST AT THE RALLY, PRIME 
MINISTER MANSOOR ALI WAS OVERSHADOWED IN HIS SPEECH AND 
PRESS COVERAGE BY MONI. THE PRIME MINISTER STRESSED THE 
GOALS OF THE "SECOND REVOLUTION" AND PROMISED A LABOR POL- 
ICY THAT WOULD ENSURE THE RIGHTS OF THE TRADE UNIONS. 

DENYING THAT TRADE UNION ACTIVITIES HAD BEEN CURTAILED 

BY THE GOVERNMENT, MANSOOR ALI SAID THE PROPOSED LABOR 
POLICY WOULD PERMIT GREATER WORKER PARTICIPATION IN 
MANAGEMENT OF INDUSTRIES AND OTHER NATIONAL ACTIVITIES. 
REPORTEDLY, HE ALSO SAID THAT RATIONED GOODS FOR WORKERS 
WOULD BE INTRODUCED SHORTLY. WHILE THE PRIME MINISTER 
CALLED UPON THE WORKERS TO CRUSH THOSE CONSPIRATORS WHO 
WANTED TO CREATE CHAOS, HE DOES NOT APPEAR TO HAVE IN- 
DULGED IN THE ANTI-IMPERIALIST REHTORIC WHICH CHARACTER- 
IZED MONI'S SPEECH. 

4. SPEECHES WHICH ALSO STRESSED THE THEME OF MANAGEMENT 
VICTIMIZATION OF THE WORKERS WERE GIVEN BY S.S. 
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MANIK, GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE PRO-MOSCOW TRADE UNION 
CENTER AND BY JATIYO STRAMIK LEAGUE LEADERS MAHMUDUR RAHMAN 
BELA YET AND DELWAR HOSSAIN. AT ITS CLOSE THE RALLY PASSED 
A SPECIAL RESOLUTION PRAISING THE "GLORIOUS VICTORY 
SCORED BY THE PROGRESSIVE AND PATRIOTIC VIETNAMESE 
PEOPLE" OVER THE FORCES OF IMPERIALISM AND THE "PUPPET 
GOVERNMENT" OF SAIGON. 
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5. COMMENT. DESPITE THE ORGANIZATION AND THE PRIOR 
PUBLICITY, THE SIZE OF THE AUDIENCE WAS NOT IMPRESSIVE. 
TRUCKS AND BUSES BY THE SCORE BROUGHT IN WORKERS FROM 
THE INDUSTRIAL AREAS, BUT MUCH OF THE CROWD CONSISTED OF 
LATER-AFTERNOON SHOPPERS AND HOME-GOING OFFICE WORKERS, 
ACCORDING TO ONE OBSERVER. SOME ANXIETY BUT NO PANIC 
WAS CAUSED BY SEVERAL SMALL EXPLOSIONS WHICH OCCURRED 
IN THE CROWD JUST BEFORE SHEIKH MONI BEGAN TO SPEAK. 

AT ABOUT THE SAME TIME, HOWEVER, A HAND GRENADE THROWN 
AT THE FORMER HEADQUARTERS AND NOW RESEARCH CENTER OF 
NAP/MUZAFFAR SEVERELY WOUNDED THE GUARD ON THE PRE- 
MISES. 

6. THIS MAY DAY WAS SHEIKH MONI'S BIGGEST SHOWCASE TO 
DATE IN HIS CONTINUING EFFORT TO BUILD A POWERFUL 
POLITICAL BASE. MONI HAS SHEIKH MUJIB'S BLESSING TO 
REORGANIZE LABOR UNIONS AND FEDERATIONS INTO BAKSAL'S 
SINGLE LABOR FRONT. HOWEVER, MONI, BY HIS ATTACKS 
UPON THE MANAGEMENT OF THE NATIONALIZED INDUSTRIES, 

MAY PROMPT MORE TROUBLE BY LABOR THAN PRESIDENT MUJIB 
WISHES, OR IS PREPARED TO TOLERATE. SINCE ONE OF THE 
GOALS OF THE "SECOND REVOLUTION", IS INCREASED PRO- 
DUCTION IN FARM AND FACTORY, MUJIB MAY EXPECT MORE THAN 
RHETORIC FROM MONI. HAVING GIVEN HIM AUTHORITY OVER 
THE LABOR MOVEMENT, THE PRESIDENT MAY ALSO HOLD HIM 
RESPONSIBLE FOR WORKER DISCIPLINE AND PRODUCTIVITY. THUS, 
THE SUCCESS OF MONI'S LATEST EFFORT TO BUILD AN INDEPEN- 
DENT POWER BASE AND THE PRESERVATION OF HIS CURRENT 
INFLUENCE WITH HIS UNCLE MAY WELL DEPEND UPON HOW EFFEC- 
TIVELY HE CAN KEEP THE HIGHLY FACTIONAL LABOR MOVEMENT 
IN LINE AND ITS MEMBERS PRODUCING. 

BOSTER 
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